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Q)India’s engagement with the Central Asian Republics is expected 
to help improve mutual security and regional economic prosperity. 
Discuss.



❖ India's relations with central Asia has a long history. The two regions have 
shared deep cultural linkages with each other over two millennia in terms of 
people to people contact, trade, and commerce. 

❖ The close trade and cultural linkages between the Indian subcontinent and 
Central Asia, whose beginnings can be traced to the Indus valley civilization, 
tapered after India’s partition in 1947 as New Delhi found itself without a 
direct land corridor to the region.

India’s engagement in the CAR 

❖  The Strategic Partnership Agreements (SPA)was signed with Kazakhstan, 
Tajikistan and Uzbekistan to stimulate defence cooperation and deepen trade 
relations.

❖ New Delhi’s‘Connect Central Asia’ policy of 2012, aimed at furthering India’s 
political, economic, historical and cultural connections with the region. 

❖ India signed MoUs with Iran in 2015 to develop the Chabahar port in the 
Sistan-Baluchistan province that was in the doldrums from 2003. 



Recent developments in India-CAR relations 

❖ The External Affairs Minister attended the 6th Foreign Ministers’ Conference on 
Interaction and Confidence-Building Measures in Asia (CICA) in Nur Sultan. 

❖ India extended a credit line of $200 million for the support of development projects 
and signed an memorandum of understanding (MoU) on High-Impact Community 
Development Projects (HICDP). 

❖ India supported efforts for a peaceful solution of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict 
between Azerbaijan and Armenia under the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe’s (OSCE) Minsk group.

Challenges faced by India in the relations with CAR 

❖ India’s efforts were stonewalled by Pakistan’s lack of willingness to allow India 
passage through its territory. 

❖ The growing geostrategic and security concerns regarding the BRI’s China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) and the violation of India’s sovereignty is 
another challenge. 



Way forward 

❖ Most of the Central Asian leaders view India’s Chabahar portas an 
opportunity to diversify their export markets and control China’s 
ambitions. 

❖ They have admitted New Delhi into the Ashgabat Agreement, allowing 
India access to connectivity networks to facilitate trade and 
commercial interactions with both Central Asia and Eurasia, and also 
access the natural resources of the region.

❖ Rising anti-Chinese sentiments within the region and security threats 
from the Taliban allow New Delhi and Central Asia to reimagine their 
engagement. 

❖ Central Asian countries have been keen to have India as a partner as 
they have sought to diversify their strategic ties.



Strengthening fisheries extension services



Context

❖ India possesses diverse fisheries resources that 
provide livelihood opportunities to approximately 
three crore fishers and fish farmers.

❖ The country has witnessed an 83% increase in the 
national fish production since 2013-14, that stands at a 
record 175 lakh tons in 2022-23.

❖With 75% of this coming from inland fisheries, India is 
the second-largest fish and aquaculture producer 
globally.

Extension should provide 

❖ Request-based services to fishers/fish farmers .

❖ Address issues faced by seed growers and hatcheries.

❖ Conduct need-based training to promote sustainable 
practices and fisheries-based activities that have the 
potential to be viable business models.



Role of Matsya Seva Kendras

❖ Under the flagship Pradhan Mantri Matsya 
Samapada Yojana, ‘Matsya Seva Kendras’ 
(MSK) has been envisioned as one-stop 
solution to provide a range of extension 
services by trained aquaculture professionals.

❖ The governmental is providing assistance to 
set up such Kendras for women and weaker 
sections.

❖ Funds have been provided to State 
governments and Union Territories for 
operationalising 102 such Kendras.

❖ The Government of India advises MSKs 
to mobilise start-ups, cooperatives, fish 
farmers' producer organisations, joint 
liability groups, and self-help groups to 
share best practices. 

 

Sagar Mitras support fishers

❖ Innovative extension initiative by the 
government is the deployment of 
“Sagar Mitras” in coastal States and 
U.T.s as a vital interface between the 
government and sea-borne fishers. 

❖ They disseminate information to fishers 
on local regulations, weather forecasts, 
natural calamities, hygienic fish 
handling, and potential fishing zones in 
the seas.



Dr Manmohan Singh’s ambitious vision 
of a liberal India



Context

❖Dr. Manmohan Singh, former Prime Minister and architect of India's 
economic reforms, passed away at the age of 92 on December 26, 
2024. 

❖He is remembered for his role in shaping modern India's economic 
landscape, especially his contributions as Finance Minister in 1991, 
when India faced an economic crisis. 

Manmohan Singh's Legacy as an Economist

❖ Singh's liberalization policies in the early 1990s, implemented with Prime 
Minister Narasimha Rao, transformed India's economy, transitioning the 
country from a near-sovereign default to a growing market economy.

❖ The economic reforms of the 1990s, particularly in liberalizing trade, finance, 
and industry, set the stage for India’s decades-long economic growth, lifting 
millions out of poverty and integrating India into the global economy.



Administrative and Political Contributions

❖ Singh’s government enacted landmark policies like the National Food 
Security Act and the National Rural Employment Guarantee Act, aimed 
at alleviating poverty in marginalized sectors of society.

❖ The Right to Information Act, a hallmark of transparency, was passed 
under his leadership, marking a significant step toward accountable 
governance.

❖ His leadership strengthened Indo-US relations, culminating in the 2008 
Civil Nuclear Deal, and he played a key role in India’s integration into 
the global political and economic systems.



Taxing the rich more will reduce inequality

Context

▪ The Indian economy is 
witnessing the growing issue 
of economic inequality in India 
and the need for progressive 
fiscal policies, specifically 
focusing on the taxation of 
ultra-high-net-worth 
individuals (UHNWIs).



Need for Increased Public Spending

❖Despite strong aggregate income growth, a large portion of India's 
population continues to lack access to basic necessities such as food, 
healthcare, education, and housing, underscoring the gap in public 
spending.

❖ India’s public investments in climate change adaptation and the green 
transition remain insufficient, leaving vulnerable populations at risk of 
natural disasters and environmental degradation.

❖Rising income and asset inequality in India, where the top 10% benefit 
disproportionately from economic gains, has led to stagnation in mass 
consumption demand, hindering overall economic growth.



Inefficiency of India’s Tax System

❖ India's tax-to-GDP ratio is significantly lower compared to other middle-
income countries and G20 nations, limiting the government’s capacity to 
increase public spending on essential services.

❖ India’s tax system is regressive, with indirect taxes disproportionately 
affecting the poor and middle classes, while the rich continue to benefit 
from lower tax burdens.

❖ A more progressive fiscal policy, with higher taxation of the super-rich, is 
crucial to mobilize resources for social welfare and infrastructure 
development.

Proposal for Taxing the Super-Rich

▪ There is growing international consensus on taxing ultra-high-net-worth 
individuals (UHNWIs) fairly, as evidenced by the G20 Summit and reports by 
economists like Gabriel Zucman advocating for a global minimum wealth 
tax.



❖ Contrary to earlier arguments that wealth tax is unfeasible, 
digitization of financial records and better tracking of real estate 
assets have made it increasingly possible to implement such taxes 
effectively in India.

❖ Implementing a wealth tax on the super-rich, in combination with 
global tax cooperation, would help curb tax avoidance by UHNWIs, 
ensuring they contribute fairly to the country’s economic needs.
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